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It wasn’t just a monetary gift that you gave us, but a 
gift of hope and a miracle that rejuvenated a weary 

soul on the brink of collapse

-  A Grateful Parent



What We Believe
We believe… helping a parent stay close to their child is the best medicine

We believe… that every child is worth every effort we could ever make

We believe… all children are entitled to the best possible start in life

We believe… families are at risk when children suffer

We believe… a family shouldn’t have to live in poverty because their child is sick

We believe… we provide a lifeline for families who have nowhere else to turn
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Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s Charity provides financial support for Ontario 
families of sick children, who have limited incomes and extraordinary costs 
surrounding their child’s serious illness. We “fill in the gaps” and act as a safety 
net for Ontario children when all other resources have been exhausted. We 
help with things like...

• Keeping a roof over a child’s head & food on the table 
• Keeping the heat and lights on 
• Cost of travel to and from hospital 
• Medications and therapy 
• Respite care and much more

Governed by a Volunteer Board of Directors, Advisory Board and well-defined 
policies, we work diligently to ensure that the families that qualify get assistance 
quickly.

Who We Are

Physiotherapy and speech 
sessions are a significant 

expense for us; it certainly 
wouldn't be possible for us
to do them at all if it wasn't

for your funding, and the
generosity of your donors. My 

son has just learned to say,
“I love you” for the first time.

-  A Jennifer Ashleigh Mom



Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s Charity was founded in 1990 by 
Norman Clements in memory of his much-loved granddaughter, 
Jennifer Ashleigh.  Jennifer passed away at six months of age of 
Spinal Muscular Atrophy. Norm and his family saw many other 
families struggling with the financial burden that accompanies a 
serious illness diagnoses, and wanted to help. It was his wish that 
we carry on the memory of this beautiful little girl by helping other 
seriously ill children and their families throughout Ontario. 

How We Started

page 4

It Takes A Village
In our 2019 - 2020 Fiscal year, the generosity of our committed individual 
donors, as well as our devoted corporate supporters and loyal private and 
family foundations, allowed us to support 568 low income families with the 
ever-rising expenses associated with their child’s serious illness. 

Try and do a good deed for someone today. Who 
knows, it might even change their life.

- Norm Clements, Founder

Crisis: 
(Rent, Utilities, 
Groceries, 
Transportation, 
Accommodations, 
Sibling Childcare, 
Vehicle Repairs)  

48%
Wellness: 
(Developmental 
Therapies, 
Medications, 
Medical Supplies 
& Formula, 
Adaptive Trikes)

36%

16%

Respite Care

JACC 2019/2020 Gifting by 
Overall Program
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Developmental
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JACC 2019/2020 Gifting by 
Specific Category
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A Year of Impact
Some of the lives touched in Fiscal Year 2019/2020

136 

492 

103 
Support to children 
from  

70 

Ongoing costs of  
doctor 
prescribed 
medications,  
supplies &  
equipment for  

sick  
children 

136 
Ongoing transportation 
costs for 

A Year of Impact  

1372 

Some of the lives touched in Fiscal Year 2019/2020 

8276 
of  in-home  
respite and 
nursing care 
for children requiring 
24-hour care2 

85 

Prevented eviction 
and kept the heat 
and lights on for  

Nutritious groceries for  

medically-fragile 
children and family 

members3 

That’s over... 

1980 

390 Nights 

grocery bills!4 

Sessions of developmental  
therapies for  

children with 
complex needs1 

Hours 

sick children to get  
to and from medical  
appointments 

of accommodation,  
keeping parents  close  
while  their child  received  
treatment (including  Ronald  
McDonald House costs)5 Ontario families 

struggling financially 
due to their child’s 
medical condition 

different cities 
and towns  

across Ontario... 

235 ...With over 

different medical 
diagnoses  

1Based on average therapy session cost of $125/hr. 2Based on average respite care cost at $14/hr 3Based on average family size of 4  4Based on average  
grocery bill cost of $50  5 Based nightly rate of $60 



Annual Country BBQ
Our Annual Country BBQ, held every year is a special event we host for our 
Jennifer Ashleigh families. It is invitation-only and an absolute favourite of all our 
families, staff, volunteers, and donors.  The smiles we see and laughter we hear 
are like magic! There is everything a child could dream of having or doing at a 
Country BBQ and the day is all about them. A day to breathe, a day to relax, and 
a day to step away from the challenges they are consistently facing. Want in on 
the fun? Come as our guest for a truly inspirational day!

Auction and Dinner
Our 2019 Auction & Dinner Gala did not disappoint! Over 300 guests celebrated 
a creative evening of fun and entertainment to support the children and families 
supported by JACC.

Although our 2020 Gala has been affected by COVID-19, we are working hard 
to create a “virtual experience” for our loyal and generous guests.

Our hardworking and creative volunteer committee are the masterminds behind 
our Auction & Dinner, along with additional volunteers and staff. They always 
create a fun evening, accompanied by a passionate parent speaker, silent and 
live auction, and other fun elements throughout the event!   
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Highlights of 2019-2020

Holiday Box Program
Each year prior to the Holiday Season, JACC tries to spread a little hope and joy to 
some of our most needy families with sick children. These families have the lowest 
income and the greatest need. We prepare a profile for 50 of these families that 
includes the ages/genders of each child in the household, along with their primary 
caregiver information. 

Our amazing volunteers prepare and pack boxes with toys for each child, hygiene 
products, gift cards and other thoughtful gifts, together with a monetary gift, to 
make their Holiday Season a little brighter. In some cases, this may be the only gift 
they receive.

When she is old enough, we will tell her all about this 
wonderful charity that saved her life

- Kylee’s Mom



Condensed Audited Statement
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JENNIFER ASHLEIGH CHILDREN'S CHARITY Page 4
STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS
FOR THE YEARS ENDED FEBRUARY 28, 2019 AND 2018

2019 2018
$ $

REVENUES
Donations 672,669 723,628
Auction 219,879 235,068
Founders' club 125,266 105,800
Golf tournament 57,080 56,646
Third party fundraisers 84,335 89,928
Auction - in kind donations 57,653 71,474
Capital (loss) gain on disposition of securities (3,403) 5,282
Investment income 11,020 17,447

1,224,499 1,305,273

EXPENDITURES
Fundraising activities 294,334 247,880
Administration 119,296 127,276
Auction - in kind expenses 57,653   71,474
Auction 51,744 59,256
Golf tournament 30,941 39,400
Third party fundraisers 541 1,187

554,509 546,473

Excess of revenues over expenditures, pre-gifting 
and other support 669,990   758,800

Gifts and other support (Note 7) 720,364 704,982

(Deficiency) excess of revenues over expenditures
before unrealized gain (loss) (50,374) 53,818

Unrealized gain (loss) on marketable securities 32,073 (16,539)

Net (deficiency) excess of revenues over expenditures for the year (18,301) 37,279

Unrestricted net assets, beginning of year 533,985 496,706

Unrestricted net assets, end of year 515,684 533,985

See accompanying notes to the audited financial statements

JENNIFER ASHLEIGH CHILDREN’S CHARITY
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED FEBRUARY 28, 2019 AND 2018


